the camp.” (Num. 11.1)

Yet they kept complaining. And God kept punishing them severely. Twenty-one years
after the above incident, they were still complaining (Num. 21.4-3), and God chastises
them with snakes. “Wherefore the Lord sent among the people fiery serpents, which bit
them and killed many of them.” (Num. 21.6) Why snakes? For this, let’s go to the New
Testament.

St. Paul, in speaking of the fallen nature of man, says “Their throat is an open sepulcher:
with their tongues they have dealt deceitfully. The venom of asps is under their

lips.” (Rom 3.13) It is through the mouth of a serpent that poison is injected into the
victim. We spread poison with our mouths by complaining and it is a very destructive
poison.

If you want the short version of this problem of Israel, read 1 Cor. 10. From that text,
take special notice of verses 10-11: “Neither do you murmur, as some of them mur-
mured and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them in

figure: and they are written for our correction...” What is so bad about complaining
then?

The simple answer is that since God is Almighty, and that there is no such thing as for-
tune or chance but only Providence, then to complain about things is a symptom of a
deep-seated spiritual problem — a failure to trust God and accept His Will.

“But I was wronged, I have the right to complain!” No, you don’t. “Using hospitality
one towards another, without murmuring...” says St. Peter (1 Pet. 4.9). The original
Greek text adds “disputing” to the phrase. We are to demonstrate hospitality to another
when we are wronged or taken advantage of, and not murmur or complain. The Greek
word used in this text is goggusmos, which means a sullen discontent, murmuring or
criticism. It is an onomatopoetic word, a word that sounds like its meaning such as hiss,
buzz, hum or murmur. It signifies an emotional rejection of God’s Will and Providence;
an emotional rejection of the circumstances that God has chosen for your life and the
requirements that He has for your conduct.

You’ve probably seen this in your children. Told to take out the trash or make the bed,
they can sometimes grumble all the way. And the Greek word for disputing in the text is
dialogismos, which means questioning, criticisms, and debate. It refers to an inward
reasoning of the mind. So not only can the child grumble while making the bed, but he
can debate for hours over the smallest thing. When we behave like children to our Fa-
ther, we want to argue with Him about why things are the way they are. We want to
debate Him about our job, marriage, children, singleness, divorce, death, sickness. We
debate with Him because we have a better plan for our lives than He does.

This is called pride.



