Moses had sent to view the land, and who at their return had made the whole multitude
to murmur against him, speaking ill of the land that it was naught.” (Num. 14.36) The
spies who return are not content to grumble to themselves; they murmur all over the
place, and before long, the whole congregation has picked it up.

This sin of murmuring is so contagious that it spreads like a wildfire through the assem-

bly. One disgruntled complainer starts to murmur, and it won’t be long before it spreads
to many.

Have you noticed that every time you complain, you are finding fault, and when you
find fault, it’s not with yourself. You blame someone else. IT this goes public, then some
will agree with you (the complainer) and others won’t, and quickly we have a faction in
the parish, and it’s “us” and “them” and we have disunity.

Complaining is also disbelief. “And we know that to them that love God all things work
together unto good: to such as, according to his purpose, are called to be saints.” (Rom.

8.28) To refrain from complaint and replace it with thanksgiving for what God is doing
in our lives is to live by faith.

Even when the Devil comes with severe trials, know that he cannot do anything against
us but that it is permitted by God. Just as the worst possible catastrophe in history was
the murder of the Son of Ged, so did God turn that event into the greatest blessing in
history, the source of all salvation.

Our ability (which is God-given) to refrain from bitterness and complaint at our situa-
tion, and embrace instead thanksgiving and gratitude, will result in our being steadfast
in faith. This will prevent the Enemy from overcoming us with discouragement, and it
will send him fleeing. “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” (1 Thess. 5.18)

Let us say a prayer for one another that we might grow in gratitude, and decline from
complaint. I say “we,” since I must strive against my own complaint. “The word of God
is a two-edged sword” said St. Paul, inflicting the saving wounds of Christ on the lis-
tener, and the one doing the talking!

“For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, to be content therewith.” (Phil.4.11)



