On Helping the Parish

As I said from the pulpit, many of the brethren are in a mode of taking, and not
giving to the parish. I know the old “80-20" rule — that the best we can expect is
20% of the parishioners giving something other than money to the parish. I think
we are roughly at 90-10.

I think we can do better, probably even 20-80, with 80% of the parishioners doing
something for the parish. But you need to be asked, which is why I’m writing this
letter.

What follows then is a list of things which are going on already, and which could
go on in the future. ‘M’ will stand for men, ‘W’ for women, “YM’ for young men,
14 and up, YW’ for young women, 14 and up. With each task that needs to be
done, one or more of those designations will be attached to the activity. Also at-
tached will be a description of how often the task needs to be performed. There
isn’t a description which details what the duty is, but before I go on, please look at
these activities, and see if you are doing something already, or if something is here
with which you might be able to help.

1. Sunday Mass:
- Usher/M/weekly (also collection for Holy Days).
- Flowers/W,Y W/weekly.
- Choir/ M,W,YM,Y W/twice weekly.
- Count collection/ M, W/weekly.
- Supervise playground/ M,W (this has not been constructed as of yet, but
will be soon, please God)/weekly.
- Help with cleanup of church and parish hall after Mass/M,W,YM,YW/
weekly.
- Help with preparing and distributing food before and after Mass/M, W/
weekly.

2. Daily Mass:
- Flowers/W, YW, daily.
- Tidy church after Mass/M,W,YM,YW, daily.
- Maintain vigil light stands/M,W, daily (at present we only have one, but
I will be getting more).

3. Baptisms:
- Set up the font/M,YM, occasional.
- Help with reception, make sure the hall is clean afterwards/
M,W,YM, YW, occasional.

4. Funerals or weddings:
- Help with receptions/M, W, occasional.
- Help with putting church/parish hall back in order/M,W,YM, YW,
occasional.
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