The creed is a summery of the chief truths which Our Lord taught.   It is called the Nicene Creed because it was formulated at the first Council of Nicea – 325 AD.  The creed marks the end of the Mass of the Catechumens.  

The offertory:  to offer the elements that will be used for the consecration of the Mass and the sacrifice of Jesus upon the Cross.  

The priest prays that in virtue of this host, God will forgive him and those present their sins, and to beg that this sacrifice will be of benefit not only to the living but also to the Souls in Purgatory.  

Note that the priest lists the three categories of sin which each of us are prone to offend God:

· peccatis:  sins of commission – sinful thoughts, words and deeds. 

· offensionibus:  sins of scandal – disedification given to our neighbour

· negligentiis:  sins of omission – neglected duties of zeal and charity.

The priest will then take the cruet of water and bless the water and then pour a drop of it into the wine.  This is called the mingling of the wine and water and this is recalls the unity of the Divine Person and the human nature of Christ.  The water is represented of humanity and we each are to be partakers of the Divine nature of Jesus by the possession of the Divine life in us – sanctifying grace.  

Lavabo – latin – lavo – to wash off, to bathe, to clean.  The lavabo is symbolic of purity and the need of forgiveness of sins.  Our constant need to be made worthy before God as we are invited by Him each day to renew the gift of our participation in His Divine life.  

The Suscipe, is then recited by the Priest asking the Trinity to receive these offerings in honour of the suffering and passion of Our Lord and in honour of the Virgin Mary and the saints.  

Following the offertory the priest kisses the altar and turns around to face the congregation.  At this point the priest says

Orate fratres… the priest invites us to join with him in preparing us to offer the sacrifice that is about to occur on the altar.  We petition God by the secret prayer that follows by asking God that the oblation will be worthily offered.  We ask for those graces we wish to obtain as the fruits of the Mass that will be offered.  

The preface is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving.  St. Cyril of Jerusalem, 4th c., commented that:  “our hearts should be turned heavenward to God and not downward to earth and our worldly affairs.  It is as if the priest in this hour commanded us to forget all the cares of this life, all domestic griefs, and to raise our hearts to the good God in Heaven.”    “…the crowds that went before Him, and those that followed, kept crying out, saying:  ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’” (Mt. 11:9).  
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