The Consecration!  This is the central act of the Mass.  Everything leads up to it and everything comes from it.  

When the opportunity comes when one attends a Sung Mass or a Solemn High Mass, one will witness the impressive ceremonies that the Church will surround that solemn moment.  It is this time that Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, will come down and dwell upon the altar in that miraculous way.  

To remember also that in the Mass the principal offerers are:  

1) Our Lord Jesus Christ – in whose name the priest stands and speaks.  

2) The Priest – who after Christ is the principal offerer at the Mass.

3) The faithful – who also offer through and with the Priest.  The laity also have their part in the Sacrifice as they are the Mystical Body of Christ.  

Together, Christ, Priest and Faithful all offer a sacrifice to God the Father Almighty.  So as partakers with Christ in this sacrifice we offer all our life, thoughts, actions and sufferings with Jesus and present them to the Father as one great act of obedience.  “Here I am.”  “Lord, I have come to do Thy will.”  
Transubstantiation – the conversion of one substance into another.  A material of a particular kind or constitution.

Five crosses are made over the Real Presence to remind us that by the five wounds of Christ we have been redeemed.  

The Victim is called:

1) pure because in contradistinction to the sacrifice offered by the Israelites and the Gentiles who were impure and corrupt and offered unworthy sacrifices.  


2) holy because in comparison to the offering in the Old Law was impure and only a reflection of the real sacrifice that would save the world.

3) immaculate – because Jesus who is now present under the consecrated species, is the innocent Lamb who takes away the sins of the world through whom and through whose infinite merits alone can man be sanctified.  Just as the priests of the Old Testament ate the sacrifices that were offered, to sustain their bodily life, so we eat the sacrifice offered at Mass to sustain and strengthen our supernatural life.  
According to Catholic tradition, angels are present at each Holy Mass.

The 9 Choirs of Angels

In ascending order:

Angels

Archangels

Principalities

Powers

Virtues

Dominations

Thrones

Cherubim

Seraphim

Note:

The Choir of Angels is divided into three triads with specific concerns: 

The 1st triad:


Angels, Archangels, and Principalities: concern themselves with the minute ordering of the universe and specific causes, including the welfare of people. Each human being, each church, and each country has a Guardian Angel. The Feast of the Guardian Angels is October 2.

The 2nd triad:


Powers, Virtues and Dominations: known as the "angels of creation" because they concern themselves with the ordering of the universe and a plurality of causes.

The 3rd triad:


Thrones, Cherubim, and Seraphim: concern themselves with contemplating the glory of God. It is the 6-winged Seraphim who sing the Sanctus, "Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts" (Isaias 6:3).

Angels (the word means "Messengers") are spirits, created before man, who were given one choice at the beginning of Creation: the Kingdom of God -- or the Absence of God, which is the Kingdom of Satan, the first Angel who rebelled.

There are 7 Archangels (Tobias 12:15). We know the names of 3 of them from Scripture:

    * Michael (Daniel, Epistle of St. Jude, Apocalypse of St. John), whose name means "Who is like God" and whose Feast is September 29;

    * Gabriel (Daniel and Luke), whose name means "Strength of God" and whose Feast is 
March 24
· Raphael (Tobias), whose name means "Medicine of God" and whose Feast is October 24.

After the prayers following the consecration, the Church turns our attention to the souls in Purgatory.  The Mass is the sacrifice for the entire Church:  the Church in Heaven, on earth and in Purgatory.  
The doxology reiterates the truth of the Trinity.  All honour and glory is given to God the Father through and in the Son, and in the unity of the Holy Ghost, who proceeds from the two Persons.  

Through our union with the Trinity any deficiencies in our homage to them is made more perfect and acceptable because we are offering our all to them by the merits of Jesus and His sacrifice.  Through Christ we then may approach and come to God the Father.  
The minor elevation could also indicate that by this sacrifice all creation has again been raised up to God from whom it separated itself by sin.  This final doxology concludes the Canon of the Mass.  

