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Missal of Pope St. John XXIlII.

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2023

Veni, veni Emméanuel.

From the Press

The ‘O’ Antiphons are the antiphons for the Magnificat used at Vespers
of the last seven days of Advent. Each antiphon is a name of Christ, one
of his attributes mentioned in Scripture. They are:

December 17: O Sapientia (O Wisdom)

December 18: O Adonai (O Lord)

December 19: O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse)

December 20: O Clavis David (O Key of David)

December 21: O Oriens (O Dayspring)

December 22: O Rex Gentium (O King of the nations)

December 23: O Emmanuel (the name meaning “God is with us.”)

(Continued on page 2)



The Catholic Church has been singing the ‘O’ Antiphons
since about the eighth century... They are a compact and
beautiful theology which draws on biblical themes of the
Old Testament; as such they proclaim the coming Christ as
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and hopes.
They also express current longings rooted in those themes.
And although the prophecies are fulfilled, they remain an
ever-lasting aspect of all human hearts. Note too not only
the expression “O” but also the repeated use of the word
“come.” These antiphons are memorably and poetically
reworked in the beautiful and well-known hymn “O Come O
Come Emmanuel”.

Fr Jackson

At Fr Jackson’s preliminary sentencing hearing, several
documents were submitted for consideration, including a
letter which he wrote to the priests of the FSSP. As this is
now in the public domain, Fr Lawrence, the Provincial
Superior, has given permission for this letter to be

disseminated.

August 6, 2023

Dear Fr Lawrence and all members of the FSSP,

The vile sin into which I fell, and for which I am guilty, has
caused immeasurable harm. I have sinned against God,
children, you, friends and family, former students and
former parishioners and many others bedsides.

I cannot repair this damage, but I must try. I hope you will
accept this apology, I'm sorry at a level I've never
experienced before. 'm ashamed beyond any shame I've
known.

I will be offering reparations, penances and what good
works I can for you long after I am dismissed from the
Fraternity, and praying for you, in a reformed life, until my
dying day.

With a broken heart,

Jim Jackson.

Some will undoubtedly have read this letter already - it was
published on ‘The Pillar’ website. One particularly harrowing
comment [redacted] in that report was from a victim:

I live everyday with the horrible knowledge that many people
somewhere are watching the most terrifying moments of my life
and taking grotesque pleasure in them. I am a victim of the worst
kind of exploitation... Unlike other forms of exploitation, this one
is never ending. Every day, people are trading and sharing videos
of me as a little girl... They don’t know me, but... they are being
entertained by my pain and shame.

Fr Jackson was sentenced to six years of incarceration plus five
years of supervised release. Let us pray for an end to this terrible
scourge and for healing of all involved.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

Third Sunday of Advent

6:30 am Eldean Thovson+ by Shari Nearing
8:00 am Tim McDonnell+ by Shari Nearing
9:30 am Eric Talley+ by Fleischer Family
11:00 am (High Mass) Pro Populo

1:00 pm Nancy Thovson by Shari Nearing
5:00 pm Vespers and Compline

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
Feria of Advent
8:30 am Fr. James Buckley, FSSP+

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
Feria of Advent
8:30 am Private Intention by Rachelle Lyon

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Ember Wednesday
8:30 am Andrew Lloyd+ by Charles and Anne Fitch

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
St. Thomas, Apostle
8:30 am Michael Woodruff+ by Julie Arnold

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

Ember Friday

8:30 am Ivo Zuech+ by Bob and Joan Anselmi
7:00 pm Steven Parrott+ by Dave Parrott

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
Ember Saturday
8:30 am Paul Talley by Dominic Garcia

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Vigil of Christmas

6:30 am Marion Molchen by Greg and Theresa Garcia
8:00 am Florence Molchen by Greg and Theresa Garcia

9:30 am Phillips and Connors Families
by Greg and Theresa Garcia

11:00 am (High Mass) Pro Populo

1:00 pm Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Austgen
by Greg and Theresa Garcia

5:00 pm Vespers and Compline

Fr. Krager’s Private Intentions

18 Celebrant’s Intention

19 Bill Trandem

20 Conrad Cichos Family by Rosario Cichos
21 John Cichos Family by Rosario Cichos

23 Martha Clapp Drasney by Theresa Garcia



ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Parish Office will be closed Dec 25-Jan 1 inclusive.

Mon, Dec 25 - Christmas Day Mass Schedule:
e 12:00am Solemn High Mass with carols in the church
beginning at 11pm
¢ 6:30am (Low), 8am (Low), 9:30am (Low), 11am (High)

Christmas Eve/Day Schedule at the Carmel
¢ Sun, Dec 24: 6:30am (Low)
e Mon, Dec 25: 12:00am (High)
¢ Sun, Dec 25: 8:00am (High)
Please note the Christmas Day Mass is not at the regular time.

Christmas Poinsettia Donations: There are envelopes in the
vestibule and outside the office for Christmas Poinsettia
donations. The 8am Mass on Christmas morning will be
offered for the donors’ intentions. Return by Fri, Dec 22.

Christmas Giving Tree: Please remember to bring back the
wrapped gift by this Sat, Dec 23. Thank you for your
generosity.

First Sacraments: If you have a child in the 3rd grade of
religion class in school, they are eligible to receive First Holy
Communion/Confirmation in 2024. For more info, please go
to olmcfssp.org > sacraments > first  holy
communion/confirmation. Classes will be on Sundays at
2:15pm beginning on Jan 28. Registration ends Jan 14.

Knights of Columbus Essay Contest for students in grades 8-
12. All entries due by 6pm on Jan 5. In 500-750 words, How
can the Church evangelize in the digital age? Submit essay by
emailing Matt Perkins at jmattperkins@gmail.com with the
name, grade level, and contact information included. Winners
will receive a cash prize of $500 for first place, $250 for
second place, and $125 for third place.

This Sat, Dec 23 - Prayer Vigil: Please join us to pray at
Planned Parenthood starting at 10:15am. The facility is
located at 7155 E 38th Ave. in Denver

Sat, Dec 30 - Laeta Vita Christmas Party from 2-5pm in the St.
Elijah room. Single ladies (age 18-35) of the parish are
cordially invited to join us to decorate Christmas
cookies, listen to Christmas music, and play games &
while celebrating the birth of Christ. Contact Mary %
at marybetho2@comecast.net for more info. RSVP
with the QR code or in the Flocknote.

Sun, Jan 7 - OLMC’s Annual Christmas Party will be after the
1pm Mass. Please bring a dish to share according to your last
name. A-G, Main Dish; F-P, Side Dish; Q-Z, Dessert. Drinks
will be provided. Sign up for the talent show in the Flocknote.
If you are able to help decorate, serve, or clean-up for the
party, please email the office.

Sun, Jan 21 - Blood Drive hosted by OLMC and sponsored by
the KofC. Vitalant will be running the drive. We ]
need a minimum of 40 committed donors by Dec
25 in order to make the drive happen. Sign-up

after Mass in the parish hall or via Flocknote/QR.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Creation Study Group

Today - from 12:30-2pm in the conference room. All are
welcome to join us as we discuss the traditional Catholic
doctrine of Creation faded from Catholic memory.

Yearly Donation Statements will be sent out at the end of
January. The deadline for tax-deductible donations for 2023
is December 31, 2023. Any donations that come in after 12/31
will be counted for the 2024 tax year.

Regina Caeli Academy in Highlands Ranch seeks to hire a
4th-grade tutor, Prek4 assistant, two nursery staff, and
several substitutes. Formal teaching experience is
unnecessary, but a love of the Catholic faith is required. We
will provide training, child-safe certification, and resources.
Visit our website to learn more:
https://rcahybrid.isolvedhire.com/jobs/.

Our Lady of Victory High School is still accepting
applications for the 2024-25 school year, and shadow days
will continue next semester. Check our website for more
info: www.ourladyofvictorydenver.com. For questions or to
set up a school tour, contact our admissions director:
office@ourladyofvictorydenver.com

OLMC Online Parish Calendar is available
via the website or the code to the right.
Please check there for upcoming events.

DAILY PRAYER LINE REQUESTS
Contact Jane Brennan: jmbrennans55@gmail.com

Please Pray for the Sick

David Williamson, Lane Reagan, Joanne Leary, Jamie Jimenez,
Kim Poletto, Jacob, Jaxson, Joan Anselmi, Esther Garcia,
Indigo Williamson

Please Pray for the Repose of the Souls of

Peter Doran, Jackie Briggs, Thomas Morley, Patricia Jambor,
JoAnn Ice, Geraldine Marie Pellant, Lydia Ferran, Francis
Smith, James Sohmer

ALTAR FLOWERS
The altar flowers this Sunday are for Diana Hernandez by
Chris and Mary Alyce Rodriguez

HOMEBOUND

Any parishioner confined to home who would like to receive
the sacraments or the bulletin, please contact the parish
office.
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WHAT are Ember Days?

Ember Days were three days at the beginning of each of the
four seasons (winter, spring, summer fall) in the liturgical
calendar set aside for fasting and abstinence in petition for
holy priests and in thanksgiving for the harvest of the season.
They are unique to the Roman rite.

The Embertides were removed from the new liturgical
calendar but their origins go back to the Apostolic Age (Acts
13:3). Praying for holy priests is the primary focus of the Ember
Days. However, they were also a reminder that everything we
receive comes from a generous and loving God who wishes
us to use material goods in moderation. As G.K. Chesterton
said, “We should thank God for beer and burgundy by not
drinking too much of them.”

Historically, ordinations took place four times a year on Ember
Saturdays with Saturday being the most solemn day. Could it
be that there is a relationship between the state of clergy
today and the removal of the Ember Days from the calendar?

WHEN are Ember Days?

They take place on the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday following the feast of St. Lucy (Dec. 13), Ash
Wednesday, Pentecost, and the Exhaltation of the Holy Cross (Sept. 14). You can find the mass readings for all
Ember Days in your 1962 and pre-1955 missals. The next Ember Days will take place December 20, 22, and 23,
2023. Please pray, fast, and abstain for our priests here at OLMC!

What does ‘ember’ mean?
The word ‘ember’ has nothing to do with fire or ashes. Rather it is thought to be a corruption of the Latin phrase
‘quatuor tempora” (four times) through the German.

How do | observe Ember Days?

Canon Law no longer requires observation of Ember Days by fasting and abstinence. However, this doesn't
mean there aren't abundant graces to be had by their observance. The degree of fasting and abstinence during
Embertides has varied over the centuries. The 1917 Code of Canon law required fasting and abstinence on
Ember Days.

How do we build up culture surrounding Embertides?

 If you have children, consider establishing some traditions to mark these special days. During medieval
times, symbols came to be associated with each season. These create an excellent learning opportunity! The
symbol of Lent Emberide is flowers and beeswax, because we get more flowers and beeswax from the bees
who pollinate the flowers in spring. Pentecost Embertide is symbolized by wheat from the wheat harvest.
Holy Cross Embertide is marked by grapes or wine. Advent Embertide is symbolized by olives which were
used to produce oil. See if your small children can recognize the liturgical significance of each item.
Remember that the sweet prayers and penances of children are especially pleasing in heaven!

* Have a nice dinner and invite family and friends over on the Sunday following an Embertide.

» Adopt' someone to pray for in the season leading up to an Embertide and send them a spiritual bouquet.

The Confraternity of Christian Mothers would like to invite every parishioner of the parish to do this for the priests
here at OLMC leading up to the Advent Ember Days this year! Next season we will be praying for Archbishop
Aquila. Please drop your spiritual bouquet in the gift-wrapped box in the hall at OLMC.



